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SPECIAL EDUCATION, LBS1
ENDORSEMENT, CERTIFICATE
This certificate program is intended for licensed teachers or candidates
for teacher licensure who wish to receive state approval to teach
students with special needs at their approved grade level. The certificate
prepares teachers and teacher candidates to instruct diverse learners
with a variety of exceptional needs, and leads to the addition of an LBS 1
endorsement on an Illinois Professional Educator License.

ADMISSION

Graduate candidates for teacher licensure can enroll in this certificate
program at any time provided that they have met the Illinois requirements
for admission into a teacher licensure program. Please see a professional
advisor in the Department of Education for more information.

Licensed teachers can enroll in this certificate program at any time
by providing evidence of a teaching license. If desired, the certificate
courses can be applied toward the requirements for a graduate degree in
Teaching and Learning or Second Language Special Education. Please
see a professional advisor in the Department of Education for more
information.

The state requirements for a special education endorsement (LBS1) on
an existing license include four courses and a total of 14 credit hours.
The two courses below are required. The first course will be waived for
licensed teachers if it has already been taken as part of the prior licensure
program. Students must maintain a 3.0 GPA, and no grade below a C is
acceptable.

Code Title Credit Hours
SPED 419 EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN & YOUTH 3
SPED 440 ASSESSMENT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 3
SPED 442 CHARACTERISTICS AND METHODS

OF TEACHING STUDENTS WITH
DISABILITIES: FOCUS ON COGNITION

4

or SPED 445 CHARACTERISTICS AND METHODS OF TEACHING
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: FOCUS ON PHYSICAL
HEALTH

SPED 443 CHARACTERISTICS AND METHODS
OF TEACHING STUDENTS WITH
DISABILITIES: FOCUS ON BEHAVIOR

4

or SPED 446 CHARACTERISTICS AND METHODS OF TEACHING
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: FOCUS ON LEARNING

Total Credit Hours 14


